
The Village of Nelsonville Board of Trustees, met at 7:30 pm, on Monday, August 16, 
2021, at their regularly scheduled meeting, with Mayor Bowman presiding, Trustees 
Winward, Moroney, Maloney and Zhynovitch present.

Pledge to the Flag
Mayor Bowman opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Vouchers
Abstract #3, in the amount of $17,595.20 was audited and ordered paid by a motion from 
Trustee Winward, seconded by Trustee Moroney, enacted all in favor. 

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the June meetings were approved by a motion from Trustee Winward, 
seconded by Trustee Zhynovitch, enacted all in favor. 

Mayor Bowman asked if anyone objected to moving up the presentation by Larry Burke 
Officer in Charge from the CSPD, regarding the License Plate Reader. There were no 
objections. 

License Plate Readers

Larry Burke first wanted to apologize for how quickly the LPRs went up. He went 
through the DA’s office to apply for the funding for them, through the asset forfeiture 
unit. This money can only be used for collecting evidence for crimes. Equipment, such as 
LPRs, qualify for this money. The eastern side of Putnam County has had these for 
around five years. There are two types of readers, the type that go on the police cars and 
the stationary cameras that we now have installed. The ones on the police cars would not 
have made sense for our small village, since one patrol car could be far away from a car 
whose plate is wanted for a crime. To cover a bigger area, the equivalent being like 
having an extra 10-15 police officers, the stationary camera is best. Officer Burke went to 
the PCSD, specifically Communications Captain Babcock, to ask where the ideal 
locations to mount the cameras would be. He was advised that Peekskill Road and 301, 
Route 9D near Boscobel, and 9D by Little Stony Point were ideal as they would catch cars 
coming and going out of both Villages. That is why they are not in the actual Village of 
Cold Spring, because they need to be able to cover routes in and out of the Village, such 
as Peekskill Road and Fair Street by Little Stony Point. The Peekskill Road location had 
to be moved a little north due to Central Hudson pole requirements. Officer Burke went 
on to explain that the PCSD and CSPD share services, and help each other out. 

Officer Burke explained that one of his biggest reasons for putting up the LPRs is the 
increase in car theft and break-ins over the last two years. The crime rate is rising. This is 
one way to help address this. When there is only one patrol car, these criminals know 
where that car is. Fortunately for Nelsonville, it covers us and plates can be tracked if 
there is a break-in, and an investigation can be started. 

Mayor Bowman asked about privacy and who can access the data these LPRs collect. 
Officer Burke explained that there is a real time crime data base for Putnam and 
Westchester. Only law enforcement and IT techs with extensive background checks can 
access the system. Mayor Bowman asked how law enforcement use is documented, and 
gave a hypothetical example of an officer with a personal domestic violence situation, 
being able to access information on his wife’s location. Officer Burke stated that only 
supervisors with a code and password can access the data, and there is a record and audit 
system in place. Any complaints would prompt an audit. 

Officer Burke stated that in the first three days, the cameras recorded 1,200 hits. None of 
these were criminal issues. This is a great tool for all if something bad happens in the 
Village. One example given was a home invasion, which happened in Cold Spring two 
years ago. Another situation involved a couple who were followed home from a 
Westchester casino to their home in the Fishkill area and robbed. In both cases the plate 
readers could have helped track the assailant. A stolen car was recently tracked from the 
Little Stony Point camera. They are also very useful for Amber Alerts and Silver Alerts. 
All bridges and access points currently have them.



Trustee Maloney asked about storage security. Is the database vulnerable to hackers? 
Officer Burke stated that he will get answers regarding that. Mayor Bowman asked 
about touring the Westchester County operation center. Officer Burke stated he and one 
or two trustees could absolutely do that, and he would help to facilitate. 

Trustee Winward expressed concern about the effectiveness of the Nelsonville LPR 
location. Officer Burke replied that the local benefit is that a plate is followed if a crime is 
committed, so there is a timeline. Trustee Winward asked Officer Burke to clarify that 
we do not have a contract with CSPD, that the Village is covered by the PCSD for police 
protection. She stated that the Cold Spring Mayor should have alerted the Village of 
Nelsonville as to the installation of the LPRS, and thanked Officer Burke for coming here 
tonight to explain and inform. Officer Burke stated he wants to keep everyone safe. 

Trustee Moroney asked why the camera is on that particular pole. Officer Burke stated 
that it needs a specific type of electricity connection from Central Hudson. He explained 
that there is a wireless server and antennae that need to be able to communicate with 
each other. Should be switching to more effective modem in the future. He will get more 
information. 

Mayor Bowman opened the floor for LPR specific questions. 

Jim Knox expressed his deep affection for Officer Burke. His issue is not with Larry, but 
the process or lack of, and how the cameras went up. One day he woke up to cameras. He 
stated it is “an Orwellian nightmare”. He asked what evidence we have that the cameras 
are doing what is being told to the public? Mayor Bowman responded that he agreed it is 
an Orwellian nightmare, and the Village would definitely follow up with the Westchester 
operations and our IT person. He stated that at this point we are taking Officer Burke’s 
word. Officer Burke stated that is reputation is on the line, and he will do his due 
diligence to ensure that nothing is compromised. 

Louis Murray asked if the LPRs pick up plates with suspended licenses, no seatbelts and 
the like. Mayor Bowman asked what is the threshold? Officer Burke stated it only 
searches for plates connected to criminal activity. Mr. Murray asked if photos of drivers 
would be taken. Officer Burke replied in some instances, yes, depending on speed. 

Tom Campanile asked if criminals can avoid the cameras? Officer Burke stated that of 
course it’s possible, which is why he and PCSD would like to pursue getting more 
cameras. Mr. Campanile brough up the possibility of the location of the cameras pushing 
crime to areas beyond where the cameras can pick up. Officer Burke responded that he 
would talk to PCSD, but assured that he is committed to protecting this side of the 
county. 

Reports

Mayor Bowman shared that he painted the courtroom. He stated that Marc’s was going 
to be cutting and trimming brush and plants on Billy’s Way, cutting back trees by the 
lights in the Village Green, and reminded residents to take care of their property. Also, 
the Pearl Street sewer hole is patched up.

Trustee Zhynovitch asked why there aren’t monthly yard debris clean ups. She stated 
that even a few extra pick-ups in the summer could prevent dumping. Mayor Bowman 
explained that Marc provides two a year, more would cost the Village. We can look into 
the additional cost.  

Correspondence

Mayor Bowman shared the CHIPS report balance from the DOT, and stated funds will 
be used for paving on Secor. 

Karen Ertl of Climate Task Force informed the Village of the Food Scrap Recycling 
Program. The Climate Smart Reso will be filed. 



Upon a motion by Trustee Moroney, seconded by Trustee Maloney, enacted all in favor, 
the Philipstown Bikes Day and the Philipstown Hub 5K were granted permission to come 
through the Village. 

Old Business

ARPA

Trustee Winward gave an overview of how funds can be spent, and stated that in the 
coming months there will be meetings to decide upon use. 

STR

Trustee Winward briefly recapped how we got here. The Village is not piggy-backing on 
to Cold Spring’s law, and has been working on this for years, and heard from residents 
with concerns for years. A survey was sent out in February of 2020, and 58 people 
responded. 64% were in favor of permit requirements. A law was drafted and introduced 
in February of 2021, and the Board has been carefully crafting and making edits on this 
law. In most areas the Trustees are in agreement, but there are a few areas that need 
some hammering out. Legal has been consulted with regard to other municipalities and 
cases they have faced. She has some changes she’d like to propose tonight based on those 
other court cases. Trustee Winward does not want it to be lost on the Village as to why 
the bill is being created, and that is to protect the residents who live near the STRs, and 
that this bill protects their quality of life. It is not the goal of the Board to take away the 
rights of the STR owners, just smart limitations. Trustee Winward would be ok with 
raising the number of permits from 5% to 7% of housing stock. This would be 16 units. 
She is also in favor of allowing an unlimited number of shorter-term rentals, up to two 
weeks per year, such as would be used for West Point graduation.  

Trustee Maloney raised question about the distinction between STR owners who remain 
on site vs. owners who are not physically on the property, and if the Village should hone 
in on that requirement to alleviate some concerns. If an owner is on site, there is more 
accountability. A permit gives the village recourse. A permit requiring the owner be on 
site, with no further limits, is self-limiting as it is. This avoids us getting in the weeds 
about how many nights are allowed, etc. Trustee Winward asked if this was too limiting. 
This is something we can hash out at the next workshop. 

Mayor Bowman stated that we are at the point in the process where we need to have 
another draft law. We are working toward more agreement on some of the issues. These 
two changes are a step in the right direction, and if the majority agrees, then we should 
move forward at the next workshop and get a clean version ready for a public hearing. 

Trustee Winward had some other points to share:

 The idea of asking STR owners to increase liability insurance to 1 million had 
been discussed, but in further discussions it was decided to keep it at 500k, as that 
is what most homeowners already have. The lawyers wanted the Village to be 
listed as additionally insured on the policies, but the Board feels this is putting an 
undue burden on the homeowner. 

 Homeowners should have to reside in the residence for one year before they can 
get an STR permit. This will ensure people aren’t buy homes strictly for STR use. 
The Trustees agreed.

 It had been discussed that if homeowners don’t use their permit, it would be 
forfeited. That could put the Village in a bureaucratic nightmare, so it will not be 
included. 

 The need for a lottery or system if we did reach a cap. Leaving at the Board’s 
discretion eliminates the need for hearings, etc. Mayor Bowman stated he is 
uncomfortable leaving someone’s livelihood to a game of chance by having a 



lottery. Trustee Zhynovitch stated that the lawyer can work on the language for 
this, taking the word “discretion” out. A homeowner could petition the Board.  
Trustee Maloney wants clear language if there is a surplus of permits available. 
Trustee Winward wants system to be fair. Mayor Bowman hopes that allowing the 
shorter term, two-week rentals, will make this all a moot point as we could not 
even get near the 7% cap. Trustee Winward stated that it can be built in that we 
can review in two years. She will ask lawyer for alternatives to a lottery.

 Taking out the current language to require a log with renter’s names and 
addresses. This isn’t necessary and asks for too much personal information. 

New Business

County Tax Sharing Proposal and Reso in Support 

Mayor Bowman shared that this is an initiative being spearheaded by the town and 
Councilman Jason Angell, where Putnam County would share 50% of annual sales tax 
growth with local municipalities. Upon motion by Trustee Moroney, seconded by Trustee 
Winward, enacted all in favor, a Resolution in Support of the Share the Growth Putnam 
proposal was approved.

Standard Workday Reporting Resolution

The Village Clerk stated that this resolution was needed to begin the retirement 
administration on NYSLRS. This resolution establishes the standard work days for 
Melissa Harris and Stephen Tomann, to be reported to NYSLRS. Upon motion by 
Trustee Winward, seconded by Kathleen Maloney, enacted all in favor, a Resolution to 
establish the standard work days was approved. 

Girl Scouts Mason Bee House Project

Trustee Windward explained that the local Girl Scouts have proposed a Mason Bee 
House project for the Nelsonville Trail Head. The goal is to create a habitat for native 
pollinators, which would create a mutually beneficial relationship between the bees and 
native plants. Mason bees easy to house because they do not make honey. Three houses 
would be installed, consisting of a wooden structure on a post. The materials and supplies 
would be at no cost to the Village, as the Girl Scouts will fund raise. 

Mayor Bowman asked if the bees sting. Trustee Winward stated that the females can 
sting if threatened, but then die. The males do not sting. Mayor Bowman felt that perhaps 
moving the bee houses 200-300 feet from the trail head may make more sense if there is a 
risk of stings to hikers. There is an old spur behind the kiosk that would make an ideal 
location. Upon a motion by Trustee Winward, seconded by Trustee Zhynovitch, enacted 
all in favor, permission was granted to the Girl Scouts for their Mason Bee House 
Project. Trustee Winward suggested the Village fund the project, with an estimated cost 
of $325.00, from the Recreation Fund. Upon motion by Mayor Bowman, seconded by 
Trustee Moroney, enacted all in favor, the project will be funded by the Village. 

Invasives Removal Volunteer Day

Trustee Zhynovitch, along with Heidi Wendel, would like to organize a day in September 
to clean up some invasives on Pearl Street, especially near the kiosk. A day will be chosen 
and a flyer created, and hopefully this can be an annual thing. Poison ivy will not be 
addressed. Mayor Bowman stated asked that a day be chosen, and it will be posted on the 
website and social media. Upon motion by Trustee Moroney, seconded by Trustee 
Winward, enacted all in favor, the Invasives Removal Day will move forward.  

Open to the Floor 



Frank Caccetta had concerns about the No Dumping letter. A previous Mayor allowed 
yard waste. Mayor Bowman stated it had been abused. Mr. Caccetta asked about the 
possibility of a community compost pile? Trustee Winward responded that invasive 
weeds repopulate this way. 

Jim Knox stated that other metrics should be used for STR regulation in place of the 
owner being required to be the premises. Mayor Bowman replied that it addresses people 
who buy property solely for STRs. Mr. Knox then asked about the status of the PARC 
property. Mayor Bowman stated that it is currently vacant and up for sale. Bill Bujarski, 
building inspector, stated that is zoned secondary residential and cannot be commercial. 

Adjournment

Upon motion of Trustee Moroney, seconded by Trustee Zhynovitch, enacted all in favor, 
the meeting was adjourned at 9:17 pm.

Respectfully presented, 

Melissa Harris 
Village Clerk


