
Village of Nelsonville

Public Hearing on Proposed Cannabis Law Opting Out of Licensing and Establishing 
Retail Cannabis Dispensaries and/or On-Site Cannabis Consumption Establishments 

Within the Village of Nelsonville
November 15, 2021

7:00 pm

Board Members Present:  Mayor Bowman, Trustee Moroney, Trustee Winward, and 
Trustee Zhynovitch. Trustee Maloney was absent. 

Mayor Bowman called the hearing to order. 

Mayor Bowman gave some background and a summary of the current proposed law, and 
then opened the floor to public comment. 

Heidi Wendell stated that she favors the law. Her reasons include the sale of cannabis 
being difficult to monitor, the sale of other drugs on the side, and the comparison to 
alcohol, stating she wouldn’t support a bar opening in the Village either. 

Tom Campanile stated that he favors opting out, as we can always opt in later, but cannot 
opt out once we opt in. 

Frank Caccetta stated that the local law will not stop people from using marijuana, and 
we have a high concentration of drug use in our town. 

Mayor Bowman spoke to Mr. Campanile’s point, stating that he wants to see how the 
state oversight is. He stated he has been to dispensaries, to see how they are run, and they 
are very well run and very much different than a local drug dealer. 

Louis Murray stated that marijuana is still illegal on the federal level, and therefore 
mostly a cash business, which he believes will lead to crime. 

Ms. Wendell stated that Beacon opting in was more appropriate, because they are a larger 
municipality. She stated she does not want to see an active drug trade to be encouraged in 
our small village. 

Mayor Bowman asked if the board members had an opinion they’d like to share. Trustee 
Zhynovitch stated that she supports opting out. One main concern of hers would be 
increased traffic, stating it is already difficult to park in the Village. 

Trustee Winward stated that the state regulations are not finalized, and no licenses will be 
issued until 2023. We don’t know what the regulations will look like, or if they will be 
marketing to young adults. She stated she does not want to see that in our village, and 
that it sends a mixed message to kids. 



Trustee Moroney stated that there is no need for a cannabis dispensary in our village, as 
there are enough places in the nearby area. 

Trustee Winward stated there would be a potential tax benefit were the Village to opt-in, 
specifically 75% of the 4% sales tax. However, she stated that it is her opinion that it 
wouldn’t cover the increased law enforcement, or drug prevention and awareness 
programs that would be needed. 

Mayor Bowman stated that the Board of Trustees will be voting in December on the local 
law. A petition to opt-in would need 88 or more signatures, and then could be put on the 
ballot. 

As there were no further comments, Mayor Bowman asked for a motion to close the 
public hearing. Upon motion of Trustee Moroney, seconded by Trustee Winward, 
enacted four in favor, one absent, the public hearing was adjourned at 7:23 pm. 


